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the country, 50 men with their captain were detailed to that
landing place. Further, in the fort there were some 60 men, de-
ponents believe; and fifteen men were ordered to hold the (p. 81)
bridge, under Lieutenant Diego Da$a. All this dividing up of troops
was because of the enemy's supposed strength and to safeguard the
approaches by which he might do damage, and in order that he
might not surround ours, and kill them.
Deponents have some reason to think that the 50 men who were
on the road to Juan Nunez's brickyard were recalled that night, to
be at the Galeta, so that they believe that at the Galeta, which was
where the enemy attacked and entered, there were for its defence
Captains Alonso Bravo and Alonso de San Miguel and the captains
from Mompox and Tolu with these 50 men. Further, deponents
understand and are quite sure, given the opinion of persons who were
present, since the night was very dark, many soldiers of these com-
panies deserted, nor could their officers prevent some from going to
their homes and inns for refreshment. Others left because they did not
believe the enemy would land men that night. Still others went from
other motives. In fine, that night, in the third watch, the enemy was
perceived as he advanced along the beach directly on the Caleta.
Deponents were on board of the flag-galley which, with the other
galley called La Ocasion, by the general's order had taken up a
position at the Galeta from which to offend the enemy if he should
approach (p. 82) by that way, and from this position deponents saw
that as soon as it was discovered that the enemy was about to attack
our people who were at the Galeta, and some lighted match was
seen, because the galleys had been told, by a man on horseback
who came down to the water's edge, that the enemy was coming on,
forthwith on the sight of this match the galley Ocasion began to fire
her artillery, and harquebuses and muskets which were distributed
by the arbalister, did the same. After this round from the said
galley, the flag-galley fired in the same fashion,.artillery, muskets
and harquebuses. The galleys fired three rounds and from on board
of the galleys deponents heard similar heavy firing of harquebuses
and muskets by the men at the Galeta. They considered that the
men on board of the galleys and those on shore were doing their duty
very well and resisting the enemy, because the fire of small shot and
artillery was so hot from both quarters, and were feeling well pleased,
when on the flag-galley it was remarked that the enemy must have
carried the Caleta since no more firing was heard there, whereas
some harquebus shots were heard in the direction of, and in, the
city. This was very shortly before dawn.